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To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Harpenden  Urban  District  Council. 


Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

We  have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  our  Ann 
Report  for  the  year  1943. 

General  Statistics. 

Area  (acres),  3,157. 

Population  (estimated),  13,330. 

Rateable  Value,  £132,049. 

Sum  represented  by  penny  Rate,  £555. 

Birth  rate  per  1,000  population,  13.6. 

Death  rate  per  1,000  population,  11.2. 

Deaths  under  one  year  per  1,000  births,  33. 
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Mortality  Table. 


Causes  of  Death. 

Males. 

Females. 

Total 

Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid  Fever 

• . • 

... 

... 

Diphtheria  

... 

... 

... 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System 

2 

1 

3 

Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis 

1 

1 

Syphilitic  Diseases 

. . . 

Influenza 

1 

3 

4 

Measles  ... 

... 

Encephalitis  lethargica  

... 

Cancer  ... 

7 

13 

20 

Intracranial  Vascular  lesions 

5 

12 

17 

Heart  Disease  ... 

23 

24 

47 

Other  Circulatory  Diseases  ... 

... 

1 

1 

Bronchitis 

4 

3 

7 

Pneumonia 

6 

1 

7 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases... 

1 

2 

3 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  or  Duodenum 

2 

... 

2 

Diarrhoea,  &c.  (under  2 years) 

1 

... 

1 

Appendicitis 

1 

1 

Other  Digestive  Diseases 

3 

l 

4 

Nephritis 

5 

2 

7 

Puerperal  Sepsis,  &c.  ... 

Premature  Birth 

. . . 

... 

Congenital  Malformation 

1 

1 

2 

Suicide  ... 

1 

• • . 

1 

Accidents 

1 

1 

2 

Other  Violent  Causes... 

1 

... 

1 

Cerebrospinal  Fever  ... 

... 

... 

Whooping  Cough 

... 

... 

Scarlet  Fever  ... 

... 

... 

Diabetes... 

... 

All  other  Causes 

9 

10 

19 

All  Causes... 

75 

75 

150 
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Infant  Mortality. 

Of  the  6 deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  2 were 
due  to  Premature  Birth  and  Congenital  Defects. 


Notification  of  Infectious  Diseases  during  the  Year. 


Diseases. 

Cases  Notified. 

Cases  admitted  to 
Hospital 

Diphtheria  ••• 

3 

3 

Scarlet  Fever 

33 

28 

Pneumonia 

4 

... 

Erysipelas 

4 

... 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  ... 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  ... 

4 

4 

Sonne  Dysentery  

Cerebro  Spinal  Fever 

... 

Whooping  Cough  ... 

33 

... 

Measles 

319 

... 

Typhoid  Fever 

1 

1 

Pulmonary  T.B.  ... 

10 

3 

Non-Pulmonary  T.B. 

4 

... 

Total 

415 

39 
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Measles. 

During  the  early  part  of  the  year  there  was  an 
epidemic  of  Measles. 


Tuberculosis. 


Diphtheria  Immunisation. 

During  1943,  232  children  were  immunised  against 

Diphtheria.  77  of  these  children  were  between  the  ages 

« 

of  5 and  15  years,  and  155  under  school  age 
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Sanitary  Administration 

Inspections,  etc. 

Houses  inspected  in  routine  ...  ...  ...  92 

Houses  inspected  on  complaint  ...  ...  ...  22 

Houses  inspected  after  infectious  disease  ...  50 

Inspections  of  Cowsheds  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Inspections  of  Dairies  ...  ...  ...  ...  21 

Inspections  of  Factories  and  Workshops...  ...  17 

Inspection  of  Bakehouses...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Smoke  observations  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Inspections  of  Schools  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Nuisances  from  animals  abated  ...  ...  ...  3 

Premises  connected  to  Sewers  ...  ...  ...  4 

Cesspools  abolished  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Cesspools  emptied  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

Premises  disinfected  ...  ...  ...  ...  50 

Sets  of  bedding,  etc.,  collected  for  disinfection 

after  Scabies  ...  ...  ...  ...  43 

Samples  of  T.T.  Certfied  Milk  for  analysis  ...  9 

Samples  of  Pasteurised  School  Milk  for  analysis  2 

Samples  of  Ordinary  Milk  for  analysis  ...  ...  4 


The  following  articles  of  food  were  condemned  as 


unfit  for  human  consumption  : — 

Meat  ...  ...  ...  95£  lbs. 

Tinned  Meat  ...  ...  285  lbs. 

Tinned  Fish  ...  ...  83  tins. 

Tinned  Milk  ...  ...  176  tins. 

Fruit  and  Vegetables  ...  75  tins. 

Cheese  ...  ...  14£  lbs. 

Eggs  ...  ...  ...  295, 

Rabbit  ...  ...  43  lbs. 
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Housing. 

Number  of  new  houses  erected  during  the  year  0 

By  Local  Authority  ...  ...  ...  0 

7.  Inspection  of  Dwelling-houses  during  the  year. 

1.  [a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses 

inspected  for  housing  defects  (under 
Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts)  ...  114 

( b ) Number  of  inspections  made  for  the 

purpose  ...  ...  ...  121 

2.  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included 

in  sub-head  1 above)  which  were  in- 
spected and  recorded  under  the 
Housing  Consolidated  Regulations, 

1925  and  1932...  ...  ...  56 
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( b ) Number  of  inspections  made  for  the 

purpose  ...  ...  ...  90 

3.  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  a state  so 
dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be 

unfit  for  human  habitation  ...  ...  Nil 

4.  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of 

those  referred  to  under  the  preceding 
sub-head)  found  not  to  be  in  all  respects 

fit  for  human  habitation  ...  ...  36 

5.  Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses 

rendered  fit  in  consequence  cf  informal 
action  by  the  local  authority  or  their 
officers  ...  ...  ...  ...  36 
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The  Council  now  own  a total  of  188  houses.  On 
the  Westfield  Estate  there  are  178,  consisting  of  64  two- 
bedroom  houses,  110  three-bedroom  houses,  and  4 four 
bedroom  houses,  and  10  at  Kinsbourne  Crescent,  con- 
sisting of  4 two-bedroom  houses  and  6 three-bedroom 
houses. 

The  total  quantity  of  sewage  treated  at  the 
Sewage  Works  was  196,615,000  gallons,  compared  with 
190,677,000  gallons  in  1942. 

The  Rainfall  was  24,170  compared  with  24.916  in 
1942. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  4 registered 
Slaughterhouses,  11  Butchers’ Shops,  7 registered  Dairies, 
5 registered  Cow’keepers  and  21  registered  retailers  of 
Milk,  12  licenced  Slaughtermen.  » 


We  are, 

Your  obedient  servants, 

Richard  Paton,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H., 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

W.  H.  Johnson,  Assoc. M. Inst. C.E., 

Sanitary  Inspector,  Surveyor. 
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